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	ENGLISH + DEMI PAIR APPLICATION FORM – 2016/2017

	
This form is to be completed for all English + Demi-pair program applications and sent to your Regional Marketing Manager along with the official Langports Application Form.


	YOUR PROFILE

	First Name  
	
	Last Name
	

	Full Address  
	

	Email Address
	

	SKYPE ID
	
	Telephone
	

	Date of Birth
	
	Nationality
	

	Male/Female?
	Male/Female
	Do you smoke?
	YES/NO

	Any special diet?
	
	Any allergies?
	

	Driving Licence?
	YES/NO
	If yes, manual or automatic?
	

	How often do 
you drive?
	

	Can you cook?
	YES/NO
	Can you iron?
	YES/NO

	Any visible piercings?
	YES/NO
	Any visible tattoos?
	YES/NO

	Have you ever lived alone? If yes, please tell us about it:

	

	Where did you grow up? Please tell us about growing up, where, who with, special experiences etc.

	


	YOUR ENGLISH COURSE

	
Preferred destination
(please rank from 1 to 3)


	Brisbane
	
	Gold Coast
	
	Sydney
	

	Start Date
	
	Finish Date 
	

	Which visa are you planning on applying for?
	Working Holiday Visa / Student visa

	Which English course will you be studying? (please read the conditions and tick the right box).
	
Course: UFO English Part-time

Schedule: From 9am to 12.25pm from Monday to Friday.
Visa: For students on a Working Holiday Visa Only.

	

	
	
Course: UFO English Full-time, Cambridge Flexi, EAP, IELTS or TOEIC
Schedule: From 9am to 2.40pm from Monday to Thursday.. From 9am to 12.25pm on Friday.
Visa: For students on a Working Holiday Visa or Student visa.

	

	
	
Course: Cambridge closed course (FCE or CAE)

Schedule: From 9am to 3.30pm from Monday to Thursday and from 9am to 12.45pm on Friday.
Visa: For students on a Working Holiday Visa or Student visa.

	

	

	YOUR EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES

	High School degree + area
	

	Bachelor degree ?
	

	Postgraduate degree ?
	

	Other ?
	

	What are you doing at 
the moment?
	

	What will you do after
 your placement?
	

	What career will you follow?
	

	YOUR CHILDCARE EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING

	Have you ever had experience with?
	Babies
	1-2 years old
	3-6 years old
	7-12 years old
	13+

	Age groups
	YES/NO
	YES/NO
	YES/NO
	YES/NO
	YES/NO

	Please tell us about your experience with children within your family:

	

	What are your experiences with children outside your family?

	

	Please tell us about your domestic experience (housework, cooking etc.):

	

	My Friends describe me as:

	

	My strongest character points are:

	

	YOUR HOST FAMILY

	Would you accept :
	A single mother
	YES/NO
	A single father
	YES/NO

	
	Animals?

What Kind?
	

	What type of family would you like? 

(We will make sure we can match you with you perfect family as close as possible, but cannot guarentee anything.)
	


	DEAR FAMILY,

	Please write a letter to your future Family, telling them about you, your hobbies and anything else you would like them to know about you.

Please attach 2 or 3 photos of you in this Letter.



	YOUR PHOTOS


	ENGLISH + DEMI-PAIR PROGRAM GUIDELINES

	1. General Information about placements

	
Our Demi Pair Program Guidelines give important information about being a Demi Pair, traveling, what is expected of you in terms of work and behaviour, how your family is chosen and other important things.

Once you decide to become a Demi Pair you will be asked to fill out a Demi Pair Application Form. With your information on this form, as well as your requirements, preferred destination and school hours, we will look for a family that suits you. 

Sometimes a Demi Pair can have a couple of options of families and sometimes not, depending on their study times and available families at the time of the placement.

Male Demi Pairs should also be more flexible than female Demi Pairs, since it is still more the trend for families to take on female Demi Pairs.

In Australia, people travel much longer distances to work than in most European or Asian countries. 
While we will always try to match Demi Pairs with families close to the city, please note that it is not always possible. In Brisbane and on the Gold Coast, your family might live up to 1 hour, door to door, from your school. In Sydney, your family might be located up to 1 hour and 30 minutes  door to door from the school. This is considered a normal travel time in Australia.
Also, please note that Australia is a multicultural country. This means that our host families can have various cultural backgrounds; whilst some of them have been in Australia for a few generations, other may come from the UK, from New-Zealand, or have an Asian or European background. They all speak English as their first language at home, however they may have with different types of accents. 

About arrival times: please note that we can pick you at Brisbane, Gold Coast or Sydney airport between 5am and 6pm to drive you to your demi-pair families. If you arrive outside these times (6pm-5am), you will be required to stay at a hotel for your first night, and we will organise your transfer to your family from there on the following day. While we would love to be able to pick you up at any time, all our demi-pair families work and have young children who they are not willing to wake up in the middle of the night.



	2. Accommodation

	
Your Family will provide you with your own private bedroom and in some cases your own bathroom. It is your job to keep your room clean and tidy, including washing the bedding on a regular basis.

It is important to understand that every Host Family lives in a different house and that in Australia’s building standards are different to other countries. In Australia, walls are built out of light material and it is very normal to hear noises through them or through your door.

Australia is a very dry country and often has water restrictions. Please have only 5 minute showers and always leave the bathroom neat and tidy. At all times you should use your own personal care products including toothpaste.



	3. Working Hours and Duties

	
Working hours are usually 15 hours per week from Monday to Friday (=3 hours per day with the weekends free). Sometimes different working hours are required by families which would be outlined in the Family Profile Form.
We are asking the Demi-pairs to show some flexibility with their working hours, especially if the Host Family is asking to do occasional babysitting on the weekends. Working hours should not exceed 15 hours per week and should be paid at $10 per hour for any extra hours.

If your travelling time (door to door from the family house to the school) exceeds 1 hour, then the working hours might be reduced as a compensation for your travelling time. This will be arranged on a case by case with each family.

You will be expected to assist the family with general housework and care of the children. Every family has different requirements and they are outlined in their Family Profile Form.

Examples of housework duties can be: preparing meals or helping to prepare meals, ironing, washing and folding clothes, vacuuming, washing floors, dusting, cleaning bathrooms including toilets, cleaning up kitchen after meals, tidying common areas and children’s rooms, preparing children’s lunch, waking up children and getting them ready for school, taking them to school and/or picking them up from school, helping children with homework, helping children getting ready for bed including assisting them with their bath, accompanying children to their weekly activities etc.
Please note that social times such as having dinner with the family are not considered to be part of the 15 hours of work. 
It is important to understand that if you have finished your household duties, you should spend the remaining time with the children and Host Family. Never retire into your room before your 3 daily working hours have finished (unless agreed by your family).

All of our families agree to a 50% childcare and 50% of housework policy. In some cases the families cannot keep to this policy, for example if the Demi Pair has no skills looking after the children or if their level of English proves to be too low and the Demi Pair cannot understand the children. In that case the family can ask the Demi Pair to do more housework until improvements have been made.


	4. Internet and phone

	Most families offer wireless internet. Please don’t download movies and only use the internet for your studies and keeping in contact with your family. 

Please don’t use your phone or internet in your working hours, leave your phone in your room.



	5. Communication

	The key to a successful relationship with your family is a healthy communication. Please always discuss any concerns, problems and any future plans with your family. Always tell your family if you are staying away for dinner, if you intend to stay over at your friend’s house overnight or if you are running late getting home.

If for any reason you want to be home after your scheduled Demi Pair time, you have to ask the Host Family for permission. If you want to find a part time job, you will need to talk about it with your family. You can only look for a job if it does not interfere with the Working Schedule and time.



	6. Transport

	Your family will show you the closest bus/train stop from your home. If you need assistance with buying a ticket and figuring out how to get to places, please ask your family.

In Brisbane and on the Gold Coast, if you Google ‘translink journey planner’, you will get to a website that will help you get to different places from your home and show you which bus or train to get on. In Sydney, you can Google “Transport NSW”.


	7. Meals

	You will be provided Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner. The family is not required to prepare Breakfast and Lunch for you, but they will show you what you can use to prepare meals for yourself. You will be eating dinner with your family and should they not be home, you can prepare your own. 

Australia is a multicultural country. Food cultures and portion sizes vary from family to family. You are required to adapt to your family standards and please tell your family should you feel challenged to adapt.

It is your responsibility to buy your own snacks.



	8. Hygiene

	It is important to be neat and tidy not  only for your own personal hygiene but in your room as well. Please use rubbish bags for rubbish and wash your bedding on a regular basis.

Never flush anything other than toilet paper down the toilet.



	9. Trustworthiness and Responsibility

	These are of vital importance. Having children in your care requires you to be alert, responsible and use your common sense to deal with day-to-day situations.

Your Family expects you to be independent, reliable, helpful, friendly, safe, responsible and generally fun to be around. They also expect you to show self-initiative.

Don’t give children your phone to play with or give them any treats without checking with the host family first. If you are looking after the children yourself, make sure you know at any time where they are and what they are doing, they are your responsibility.

If you find yourself in any situation where the children don’t listen to you, tell your host family.

It is important to give your Host Family privacy as well. Have some evenings that you spend in your room.



	10. Confidentiality

	
Please remember to keep the personal and business affairs of your family confidential at all times. Don’t discuss any grievances with your class mates; these must be referred to your school or Priceless Exchange who will help you with any issues.
Never post any photos of your Host Family and their children on any Social Media without the prior consent of the Family.



	11. Doctors & Dentists

	If you need a doctor or dentist ask your Host Family to bookan appointment for you with their family doctor or dentist. You should have Travel Insurance. Please pay the bill directly and then claim it back as per your Insurance policy.



	12. Insurance

	
Your Host Family will do their best to make your stay as comfortable as possible. 

All Demi Pairs with Priceless Exchange are covered by our Liability and Damage Insurance.

We expect you to have taken out your own medical insurance to cover your stay with your family and your time in Australia. 

No responsibility will be taken for loss or damage of your personal belongings, so please take special care of your valuables, money, passport and airline ticket.



	13. Friends

	You must never invite your friends for a meal, sleep over or general visits without the permission of your family.

	14. Drugs, Alcohol and Smoking

	You must never consume Alcohol or be under the influence of any drugs during your working time with your Host Family. Failure to comply with this will result in you being asked to leave the Family. 

Smoking is not usual in Australia, please note that unfortunately some families might not be able to host you if you smoke on a regular basis.


	15. A little bit of advice

	· We expect you to sit down with your Host Family and discuss their House Rules and expectations. Discuss any problems or questions with them, remembering that communication is the key to a happy stay with your Host Family.

· Please ensure you speak to your Host Family about what your duties are and the time you are spending doing them.

· Don’t wait to be asked to do things. Have initiative, be considerate and always enquire if there is something else to do should you not have helped for the full 4 hours.

· Always be polite and remember to say ‘thank you’ and ‘please’ and always be home on time to do the things you are expected to do.

Please talk to Priceless Exchange should you have any challenges with your Family, House rules or Working Schedule.



· Please read the Demi Pair Term & Conditions carefully.

· Once you have confirmed a Host Family, we will add their working schedule to this Agreement, and will ask you to sign it to finalise the placement.

· Please ad your initials next to each ‘point’, to ensure you read and understood it all.

	DEMI PAIR PROGRAM TERMS & CONDITIONS

	· I confirm that I have answered all questions truthfully and all the information on my application is correct. I understand that it is my responsibility to notify Priceless Exchange should any changes occur before my placement.

· I understand that I need to provide a police check from my country of residence to be eligible for the program.
· I understand that Priceless Exchange is matching me with a Host Family based on the information that I gave on my application.
· I understand that if I arrive late at night in Brisbane, Sydney or the Gold Coast, I will be responsible for booking my own accommodation for the first night, at my own expenses, as demi-pair families will not be able to welcome me from in between 6.00pm and 5.00am. 
· I also understand that if I arrive on a week day, I might be driven to Langports first, ; my host family will then pick me up at the school once they are finished with work and other daily duties.
· I understand that in exchange for my room and meals, I have to help my Host Family 3 hours per day (15 hours per week) with childcare and housework as outlined in the Family profile form. If I finished my jobs before the end of my 3 hour work period, I understand that I have to ask the Host Family for additional jobs and under no circumstances retire into my bedroom (unless agreed by my family).
· I confirm I understand that when I agree to join a Family I am legally bound to a 12 week placement (unless stated otherwise) and that I agree to the work schedule outlined in the Family Profile Form.
· I agree to carry out the work outlined in the Family Profile Form with diligence. I understand that my Host family expects me to show initiative and expects me to be generally fun to be around. I agree to keep my room and bathroom neat and tidy and make fair contributions to keep the common areas neat and tidy, even outside my scheduled working hours. I understand that even on weekends when I have no scheduled working time my family expects me to help with dishes should I be home for meals.

· I understand that my travel time from my Host Family Home to the School may take up to 1 hour in Brisbane and on the Gold Coast, and up to 1h30min in Sydney. This is a very normal travel time in Australia.

· I agree to respect all the house rules set out by my Host Family. I understand that I have to talk about usage of the internet, electricity and water with my Host Family and have to abide to their limits. I understand that the Host Family can ask me to pay for careless usage of internet, electricity and water. I agree to behave in a manner which does not offend my Host Family at any time.

· I understand that all Host Families have a different food culture and that I have to adapt to my Host Family. This includes what they eat for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner as well as portion sizes. Snacks are the Demi Pairs responsibility.

· I agree to seek advice of the Host Family should I have any challenges with the children in any form. Under no circumstances shall I hit the children or ever leave them out of my sight. I understand that before offering the children any treats or before letting them play games on either the computer or phone I need to discuss it with my Host Family.

· I shall seek advice and written permission from my Host Family before administering any medication to the children.

· I shall discuss with my Host Family any arrangements for holidays or additional days off at least 2 weeks in advance.

· I shall not undertake any other paid work employment unless discussed and agreed by my Host Family and allowed under the term of my visa.

· I agree to leave my room clean and understand that I will need to cover all costs involved with cleaning of my room should I leave it dirty when I leave the Host Family.

· If I have any problems, challenges or questions, which cannot be discussed with my Host Family, I will contact Priceless Exchange (for issues regarding my family placement) or Langports English Language College (for issues regarding the school or my English course) for assistance. I agree to do my best to solve the situation as suggested by those parties. I understand that Priceless Exchange has to agree to me leaving the Host Family, and should I do so anyway, I will be liable for any expenses the Family may have. Priceless Exchange will always do their best to ensure both Families and Demi Pairs have a memorable time together and will find another family for them should the first one not live up to their promises. If I request to be placed with another Family, I understand that it may take time and I understand that Priceless Exchange is not liable or will take responsibility for my accommodation cost before the placement with the new Family. I understand that Priceless Exchange can only place me with a new Family if my first Family gives a good reference, meaning that I have done my best at all times.
· I understand that if my level of English proves different from what is stated on my application form, or considered too low to join a family with Priceless Exchange, I will not be accepted into the Demi-pair program and must undertake English lessons until a Pre-Intermediate Level of English is achieved. I understand that it is my responsibility to pay for any accommodation during that time.
· I understand that I will be expelled from the Demi-Pair program if:

· I fail to abide to the Terms & Conditions and Program Guidelines outlined in this document.

· I falsify any information in my application.

· I directly contact the Host Family and negotiate other terms and conditions with them.

· I understand that if I decide to cancel my stay after I have been placed with a Host Family, for a reason that is not considered valid by Priceless Exchange and Langports, I will only be refunded the amount of $400.




	I have read, understood and agree to the ‘Demi Pair program Guidelines’ and the ‘Demi Pair Program Terms & Conditions’ of Priceless Exchange. I have answered all questions in my application truthfully.
                                           Name:      ______________________________________________

                                           Date:        ______________________________________________

                                           Signature:______________________________________________
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